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A Message from the NEW President

ello fellow Field Club members! Welcome
H to the first edition of The Baseline for 2015.

To begin, I would like to reiterate that I
am honored to be your president for the coming
year. Although I have been a member for nearly
20 years, it’s only during the last few years have I
come to appreciate how special the Field Club is as
a direct result of having generous, talented, fun-
loving people as members. I'm sure many of our
members have been connected with other
organizations run by volunteers. In most such
organizations, there are only a few committed
people who offer their time and energy to further
the mission... and typically shoulder more than
their fair share of the work. What makes the Field
Club great is that it doesn’t have a few passionate,
energetic members who are generous with their
time and talents — it has so many! If you attended
the 50t anniversary weekend or the annual
meeting or the recent APTA paddle tournament,
you know these things take a lot of planning and
dedication. If you have ever stayed to the end of a
tennis, paddle or social event, you’ve seen how
many members enthusiastically join in the cleanup
effort. I consider this to be what sets the Field
Club apart, and I am grateful to have the
continuing opportunity to be a part of the Field
Club family.

At the Annual Meeting last November, three
members stepped up and were voted in for a
three-year term on the Board of Governors.
Welcome aboard Mona Swanson, Moira
Murphy and Rick Plaut. I would like to take a
moment to express sincere thanks to the outgoing
board members, Gary Weiner, Sherri Ehrenberg
and Scott Brindle, who consistently demonstrate
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how deeply they care about the Field Club through

their tireless effort and commitment to its success.
I would also like to take this opportunity to

introduce to you the 2015 Field Club Board, with

whom I look forward to serving the Club this

year :

Tom O’Brien, Ve President,

Beantification/ Gardens, Tennis

Mike Doyle, Treasurer

Rick Plaut, Assistant Treasurer, Paddle/ Junior Paddle
Cathy Herchel, Clerk

Moira Murphy, Assistant Clerk

Karen Brayton, Membership

Marelee Kratovil, Poo/, Snuggery, Tot 1ot

Mona Swanson, Socia/

Since the Annual Meeting in November, there
has been a tremendous amount of activity at the
Club. We wrapped up the complete replacement
of tennis courts 5, 6, 7 and 8 at the end of another
glorious tennis season, so they will be in top shape
for later this year. Our indispensable Manager,
Jim Girotti, buttoned up the tennis facility and
swimming pool areas for winter and is already
hiring and planning improvements for next
summer. Many of the large capital projects have
been completed in the last few years and so, in
order to smooth out significant expenditures, our
new approach has been to include a few key items
in the budget each year rather than save up the
funds to do everything. For example, last year’s
budget and this year’s budget each included the
cost of replacing two tennis courts. Also in this
year’s budget are some much-needed pool chairs
and the first round of awning replacements.
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A Message from the NEW
President (Continued)

Awnings are surprisingly expensive and couldn’t all
be afforded in one year, but will be done over the
next few. This approach keeps our facility
renewed each year where it needs it most. You will
see these pool improvements soon.

However, winter means PADDLE at the
Field Club, and during the first half of the season,
it’s been quite busy on our five courts and in our
grand two-year-old paddle ‘hut’. In addition to the
Davis Cup and other popular mixers, the Junior
Paddle program, and the Paddle 101 beginners’
clinic, the Club hosted two APTA events,
including the fabled Pioneer Valley 95+
Tournament, once again well organized by Rob
Durfee. The Club also hosted again the APTA
Western New England President’s Cup Qualifier
Tournament, featuring the top two nationally
ranked players and six of the top 31 teams in the
country. The event s a treat for paddle players of
all levels and non-paddle players alike, with the
opportunity to see world-class platform tennis in
what The Paddle Times calls “a great tournament
that has definitely become one of the best kept
secrets in paddle.” Thankfully, this year the
weather was excellent, in sharp contrast to the
blizzard of the previous year. It was a spectacular
success for the Club, the many fans on hand, and
especially for tournament director Jeff Morneau,
who came away the champion with partner Johan
Du Randt. And, as if the inspiring tournament
wasn’t enough, a considerable happy crowd stayed
on to enjoy an equally exciting Patriots victory
over the Ravens. If you missed this event, the
APTA women’s tournament is slated for March 1st
and the Club Championship for March 29t with
chances to play or observe more high-quality
paddle.

In other paddle news, our online paddle court
reservation system (Www.reservemycourt.com),
implemented in full this season, seems to be
working well. Instructions are available in the
paddle hut for anyone who hasn’t yet used the
system. If you haven’t heard, this year the Club
has begun working with Courtia Worth, our part-
time paddle professional, to offer individual and
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group lessons to our members. Seriously, who
couldn’t use a little professional guidance to
improve their game? And, finally, despite
some surprisingly difficult logistics, the lights
on paddle courts 1 and 2 have been replaced,
further improving the centerpiece of the
Club’s winter activity.

Membership continues to be full, but as
families age, they convert to senior members
and openings are created for new family
members. As we know, the Field Club is a
great place and a tremendous bargain,
especially for families with young children who
get the most out of their summers at the pool
and tennis courts. If you have friends,
relatives or neighbors who would enjoy what
the Field Club has to offer, please contact
Karen Brayton, our Membership chair, about
the sponsorship process.

Please also consider getting further
involved in our Club; I’'m finding that the
more involved you get, the more rewarding it
is. If you are not utilizing these wonderful
facilities all year round, you’re missing out. If
you are already participating in events,
consider co-hosting some to spread the effort
and responsibilities. If you have been hosting/
attending events or enjoying the facilities,
consider stepping up to chair a committee. If
you really want to feel good and make a
difference, let me know that you want to
become a board member.

In closing, I look forward to seeing you all
and enjoying our special Club this year. Please
make the most of it and always feel free to
contact me, or any Board member, with your
ideas as to how we can make the Field Club
even better in 2015 and beyond.

Sincerely,

[l o
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Welcome New Members

A warm welcome to the following new Field Club members:

Cartelli, Damon & Debra (Shanks)
Baicker, Marty & Larkin, Kelly (Berg)
Han, Jonathan & Jean Ann (Posner)
Campbell, Robert & Cynthia (Putnam)
Silva, Lani & Angie (Brais)

Silver, Steven & Patti (Gang)

Harris, Rodney & Tara (Norman)
Robinson, Pete & Katie (Dunbar)
Leshine, Bruce and Elizabeth (re-admit)
McKenna, Tim and Mary Ellen (re-admit)
Hughes, John (Morneau)

Walsh, Michael & McLaughlin, Mary (Glenn)
Steinberg, Allison & Adam (Blumberg)
Mathews, Rich and Jennifer (Suher)
Weldon, Tom and Sue (Kratovil)

Field Club Wait List

The Field Club Wait List is ever changing, as new
candidates are added. Take a look at the list
below to see where your candidate stands as of

January 15, 2015:

Macdonald, Greg & Debbie (Ehrenberg)
Goodhines, Jim & Lori (O’Reilly)
Trudeau, Matthew and Carolyn (Tourtelotte)
Nicasio, John and Vela (Gould)
Peffer, William & Rosana (Miller)
Guidrey, Phil & Jennifer (Kolias)

— Karen Brayton, Membership Chair
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ATTENTION MEMBERS:
What are Your
Re-SPONSOR-bilities?

Have you been asked to sponsor someone into The Field
Club? If so, below is an outline of things you should know:

The membership chair is Karen Brayton. She can
be reached at 567-8436 or by email at
craig.brayton@verizon.net. If you need an
application packet, please contact Karen. If you
are the sponsor and have a completed application
packet to submit, send it to Karen at 34 Burbank
Road, Longmeadow, MA 01106. Names are
added to the wait list as soon as the completed
application is received.

Who qualifies as a sponsor?

Any member who has been a member for at least
two years can sponsor someone. A member may
sponsor only one candidate per calendar year.

What does being a sponsor entail?

To sponsor someone, each candidate for
membership must be proposed by a member of
The Field Club in writing and seconded by two
letters of support. Members should only write
letters of support if they know the candidate(s) well
and have known the candidate(s) for a least
one-year.

Responsibilities:

e 'To locate two other members to write letters as
a seconder and a support person.

e To assist candidates with the two-page
application.

e To supervise the candidacy of the applicant,
including escorting the candidate(s) to a Meet
& Greet and introducing them to at least five
Board members.

Now is an excellent time to sponsor a candidate
for membership! Contact Karen today to get
started. — Karen Brayton
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Paddle 101 Clinic

On Sunday, November 9%, twenty participants and
eleven volunteer instructors gathered for the
popular Paddle 101 Clinic. The clinic included a
combination of new and veteran members and
paddle players. Socializing was first on the agenda.
It’s always great to catch up with old friends and
meet new ones. Then, it was off to the courts for
“skill and drill,” where players practiced ground
strokes, volleys, screens, overheads, lobs, returns
and serves. The clinic concluded with match play,
where everyone had an opportunity to apply the
skills that they learned. The weather was perfect,
and a good time was had by all!

The following are some web sites you may
wish to explore to learn more about the game or
to simply pick up some tips:

Platform Tennis Magazine
(www.ptmonline.com)

Platform Tennis Rules
(http://www.platformtennis.org/mt/Rules
of Platform Tennis.htm)

Videos:

www.platformtennis.org
www.paddlepro.com
www.paddletimes.com

Reserve courts at the Field Club through
online reservations at www.reservemycourt.com.
It’s really easy. Just follow these instructions:

e Sign Up (You only need to do this the first
time using the site. You will have to create a
user name and password.)

e Log In (Any subsequent visit to this site).

o Select Date, Court, and Time

®  You can edit or delete reservations as needed

Contact your paddle co-chairs at any time with
questions/concerns: Jeff Morneau
(jmorneau@cmolawyers) and Jenna Goodman

(jennag98(@gmail.com).

Enjoy the game! — Kate Mornean
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Men’s Pioneer Valley 95+
Tourney, November 22

This is the seventh year the Field Club has
been host to this challenging and fun APTA
event. We draw teams of various skill levels
from all over New England. The only
requirements to play are a membership in
APTA and a combined age for each team of
95+ years. This 95+ format, along with a
November date (always the Saturday before
Thanksgiving), provides a great jumpstart for Main Draw (L to R) Finalists Glenn Marshall/Chris Arciero,
Field Club players for the paddle season. Winners Keith Komline/Jeff Lynch

Once again, we had a great turnout . .
(38 players/19 teams). Over half of the teams » A Sp?Cla..l t,l}ank you o Field Clubber
extraordinaire” and hut commander Asa

were Field Club players, with the other teams Nz o s (e asod @litosi e Ko e
coming from CT, VT, RI and Boston areas. : .
smooth running event. Also, a big thanks

Under great weather conditions, Vermont . . .
team Keith Komline Ml wen a ol 0 I IRles kol sl jpl At
Fowalite sozriel i ek s gy Bl @ and coordinating a great catered lunch from

5 Grapevine Restaurant.
CT-based team Glenn Marshall/Chris Oitr B b Aucliaded Dcumitts

Afc1ero. Haoiier €T teamf L Blaslie Herchel, Gary Ulrich, Doug Jangraw, Mike
Tim Scanlon, managed a win over FC veteran
Freedman, Steve McKenna, Tom

Ezargegiﬂgiizne;ésé Er(r)leDaurf;?;eliIrll;}rl;Kent Kietzman, Ken Vincunas, Mike Doyle, Bob
P ) y Conley, Jonathan Spencer, Jim Martin,

Griffiths played a marathon five rounds .
before finally falling to Boston team Don Brian Grayboff and Dave Pleet.

Helm/Jamie Stone in the consolation finals. Please note: I will be looking for
A solid FC team, Larry Eagan/Rick Steele, et falke
finished off the day with a win over Essex CT
team Hugh Duffy/Dave Nelson in the “LC”
division.

someone to take over this event for next

season. Itis time to have some new ideas and
people become involved with this fun event.
Let me know if you are interested.

— Rob Durfee

Reprieve (L to R) Winners Tim Scanlon/Bill Bodde, Finalists Aprés paddle
Mike Shields/Rob Durfee
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Davis Cup a Success

On Saturday, November 15, Davis Cup returned
to the paddle courts, with 50 members playing for
four countries. The weather was perfect for
paddle and teams began play at 8:30 a.m.

Our format for each round of play was two
men, two women and one mixed match playing a
pro set. Captains were John Cardinal and Kelly
Canniff (Hellstein) for South Africa, Lisa
Doherty and Steve McKenna for New Zealand,
Rob Durfee and Cathy Grayboff for USA and
Carol Plaut and Dick Forrest for Canada. On
Thursday, November 13, each team drafted their
players and negotiated last minute trades to
strengthen their teams. No cash was exchanged
for the rights to any players and any future
considerations will be dealt with next year subject
to Board of Governors approval. Turnout for the
event included seasoned veterans and some new
players, all who said they had a great time.

Team South Africa took home the first place
trophy with 11 points followed by Team Canada
with 9 points and New Zealand and USA tied for
third with 5 points. On paper, the rumor was that
South Africa did not look that strong, but the
matches are won on the court and not on paper.

Signups were initially slow, but by the week of
the event, we actually had to turn some people
away, as we could only handle 48 players with our
five courts. Food and “beverages” were served
throughout the day, and the event was a success.

I want to thank David Appleman, Brian
Grayboff and Cathy Herchel for their assistance
in getting this event off and running and all eight
captains for their efforts in making Davis Cup
2014 a success. 1 hope that we have succeeded in
making this a yearly event again. — Gary Weiner

Fun with Junior Paddle

Our hardy juniors have been playing paddle even
on the coldest days of the season! Every Tuesday
(that it hasn't rained), an average of six junior
beginners (at 3:30 p.m.) and nine advanced
paddlers (at 4:30 p.m.) have been out on the courts
refining their strokes, learning positioning and
strategy, and knocking the covers off the balls.

Ably assisted by Kip Ehrenberg and led by
Rick Plaut, the juniors, ranging from ten to
fourteen years old, mix a variety of warm-ups,
drills, skill-building games (like King/Queen of the
Court), and real games with friend-to-friend
conversation, jokes, wise-cracks and entry level
on-court celebrations.

With weekly sessions planned through March,
there is still time for your juniors to be introduced
to and enjoy this unique sport. For more info on
how to join the fun, please contact Rick Plaut

at rickplaut@gmail.com. — Rick Plaut

siritemgilidg

Next Deadline March 20

The next edition of The Baseline will be distributed in early April,
just in time to celebrate the start of spring. The deadline for
submissions will be Friday, March 20. Be sure to send your news
items to Editor Lee-Anne Sprague at Isprague7@cox.net. For
more information, she can be reached at (860) 335-8793.
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Get Your Glamour On...

The Annual Ladies’ Oscar Mixer is
Almost Here!

Mark your calendar for Sunday, February 220d at 3 p.m.,

and start planning your attire for a walk down the red

carpet.

Ladies don’t miss this annual paddle mixer.
Get your glam on — paddle clothes with a touch
of gems, jewels, fur, feather boas — you get the pic-
ture. If you are really daring, you can come in

character as one of the nominees.

No partners needed; you will play under a movie title (mixer style) and, yes, we
do vote “pre-Oscar” for the films we think will win. Play this year will start at
3 p.m., and we will wrap it up with a Chinese food dinner (BYOB) — YUM!

The nominations this year are great, and the paddle will be, too. The event will
“wrap” by 6 p.m., just in time to get home and catch the “other” red carpet event
broadcast from Hollywood.

Ballots are ready, so signup at the Paddle hut (see the bulletin board) or email
your emcee for the event, Carolyn Marchese, at carolynmarchese(@comecast.net.
Now, I'm going to the MOVIES... Tell your friends, and don’t miss the fun!

— Carolyn Marchese

Remembering Pat Low Good Times at Oktoberfest
In 1964, when the Field Club opened, she was Paddle Op ener
young, talented and energetic. At that time
married to Co-Founder and President Ted
Lincoln, she brought her own distinctive vision to
the project of making a community tennis and
swimming club.

Patricia Henderson Lincoln Low, widow
of William Low, died in October 2014. She left a
legacy of enthusiasm and interest for all members
to enjoy. A remarkable artist, Pat designed the
Field Club logo. As a devoted gardener, she
shared her hard work and knowledge to help
create the Field Club’s setting —
a transformation from barren
, potato fields to gracious
greenery. She loved tennis and all
the activities that make the Field
& Club special. She is missed, but not
forgotten. — Carolyn Marchese

The Field Club hosted its opening paddle mixer
on Friday, October 17th. The "Oktoberfest"
theme proved to be popular, as over 40
members came to play paddle and corn hole and
eat some fantastic food that members brought.
Many new players mixed with seasoned
players to learn the game, as well as meet some
of the die-hard paddle players in the Club. With
this many players, the courts were never
empty. Jonathan and Mindy Spencer kept the
rotations smooth, while Steve and Sherri
Ehrenberg grilled bratwursts on the grill. The
whole night was filled with great games, many
laughs and terrific food — all the things that
make the Field Club wonderful.
— Sherri Ebrenberg
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Men’s National Tournament

The Longmeadow Men’s National Ranking
Tournament was played on January 10, in clear
and cold weather conditions. The field of 24
teams was very strong and featured the two top-
ranked players (Johan Du Randt and Mark
Parsons), six of the top 31 teams, most of players
from the defending champion Region 2
President’s Cup team, and Field Club members
(Morneau, Seiler and Hughes). Du Randt
teamed up with Morneau, and Parson teamed up
with Brian O’Connor, his partner from 5 years
ago. The early rounds went as expected with a few
3-set matches.

The semi-finals in one half of the draw
featured Du Randt and Parsons on opposite sides
of the court for the first time since the National
finals in 2012, at which time Parsons came out on
top. The match was dominated by the action
packed play of Du Randt with Morneau doing
exactly what Du Randt told him to do — “just
serve the ball in the box, hit the return over the
net, and stay in your alley or out of bounds.”
Morneau listened... and it led to solid victory.

The semi-finals in the other half of the draw
put the 15t ranked team in the country, Mavrin/
Misitrano, against Bostrom/Bredberg, the 10t
ranked team. The match featured a mix of timely
power and finesse from all players. This was a true
grinding battle to the end, with Misitrano/Mavrin
pulling it out in two close sets.

The finals between Du Randt/Morneau and
Mavrin/Misitrano was played before 50-75 Field
Club members, who enjoyed free refreshments as
well as an exciting Patriots game on the big screen
TV in the best Paddle Hut within 90 miles. They
got to see an excellent and dramatic final and
Patriots game. Motrneau/Du Randt took the first
set 6-4. In the second set, Mavrin/Misitrano
picked up their level of play and dominated the
second set 6-2, which set up a third set for the
title. Mavrin/Misitrano jumped out to a lead and
kept that lead all the way until match point but
were not able to put it away. Du Randt/Morneau
held on and were eventually able to hold off
Mavrin/Misitrano and pull out a 7-5 third victory.
The Patriots victory was icing on the cake for
players and fans alike.
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The event could not have taken place
without the help and support of our esteemed
President, Ken Vincunas, all the members of
the Board of Governors, and the hardest
working club manager, Jim Girotti. An extra
special thanks to Asa Nilsson, the most
organized and BEST Hut Commander ever;
Mike Shields, who again this year produced
the best platform tennis videos of the year;
Larry Eagan, for the lift for Mike to video
from; Steve Morneau, my father, who cooked
hamburgers and hot dogs for players and fans
in freezing cold conditions until late into the
night; Gary Ulrich, for providing additional
beverages; Twin Hills Country Club,
for allowing us to use their facilities;
Longmeadow Country Club, Charles Gray,
Suffield Country Club and Brad Hoffman,
for allowing us to use their courts for this
event again this year. Last but not least —

a very special thanks to all the Field Clubbers
who helped clean up at the end of the night —
you know who you all are and THANK YOU!

All in all, it was a great event with great
players, matches, food, prizes, fans and fun —
exactly what a paddle tournament and the
Field Club is all about. — Jeff Mornean

Du Randt Clinic a Hit!

The Field Club hosted a paddle clinic on
January 9, 2015, which was led by the number
one paddle player in the country for the past
three years, Johan Du Randt. He was
assisted by top Regional players and Field Club
members Jeff Morneau, Alex Seiler, John
Hughes and Naren Dhamodharen. Twenty
Field Club members participated in the clinic,
where they were taught (and hopefully learned)
basic hitting skills, strategies and positioning
during the two hour event. At the end, all the
participants got an opportunity to spend some
time with Johan, ask him specific questions,
and just mingle over some cold beverages.
The large participation followed by

excellent feedback ensures that

this event will be back on the

schedule again next year.

— Jeff Mornean
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