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The Baseline 
Field Club News 

February 2007 

W elcome to the first edition of The Baseline 
for the 2007 Club season, the 43rd year of 
operation of The Field Club of 

Longmeadow.  Three new members of the FC Board 
(Craig Carr, Doug Jangraw and Maria O’Reilly) 
were voted in at the annual meeting this past 
November, and the 2007 Board and FC staff are 
excited about the upcoming year.  The paddle season is 
currently in full swing, with many scheduled events and 
lots of participation.  Please stop by the paddle hut or, 
in the warmth of your own home, visit the Field Club’s 
website (www.field-club.com) to see what upcoming 
events are scheduled.  Paddle Committee Co-Chairs 
David Appleman and Gary Weiner, along with all of 
the paddle committee members, have done a terrific 
job filling the winter months with paddle events and 
mixers for all playing abilities. 

It will not be long before spring is here, and the 
FC will be preparing for the busy summer season. 
Over the next several months, the 2007 Board will be 
occupied with assessing the Club’s needs for the 
upcoming year.  Each year, the Board tries to balance 
the short-term needs of the Club with the long–term 
capital needs of a 43-year-old facility.  Items identified 
for 2007 include refurbishment of the tennis backboard 
area, maintenance of tennis light poles, improved 
paddle lighting, replacement of well pump, 
refurbishment of pool lounge chairs and several other 
projects.  In addition, we plan to revisit the long-range 
tennis plan put together three years ago, as well as 
create a long-range plan for the paddle courts. 

Also in the next two months, 
the Board will be putting together 
the many different committees that 
serve as the engine behind the 
Field Club’s annual operation. 
We will be counting on the FC 
membership’s spirit of 
volunteerism to fill these 

committees (from Tennis to Social to 
Beatification and many more!).  This 
spirit shown by our membership never 
ceases to amaze me, but it is imperative 
that we continue to indoctrinate new 
FC members into this mindset.  It is 
what sets our Club apart and makes it so successful. 
Please contact any Board member if you would like to 
participate on a committee. 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
the 2007 Field Club Board.  I look forward to 
working with these talented individuals, as well as the 
talented FC staff (Jim Girotti, Renee Oliveri, Ann 
Boisvert, Brad Walulak and Lee-Anne Sprague), 
during the upcoming year. 

Lisa Doherty, VP & Jr. Tennis/Jr. Paddle Liaison 
Bill Monks, Treasurer and Snuggery Liaison 
Dick Forrest, Clerk and Communications Liaison 
Kris Gagne, Social and Beatification Liaison 
Melanie Gagnier, Adult Paddle Liaison & Assistant Clerk 
Craig Carr, Membership Liaison 
Maria O’Reilly, Pool Liaison 
Doug Jangraw, Adult Tennis Liaison 
Tim Kenny, President &Tot Lot Liaison 

In addition, I would like to express a sincere 
thanks to Mike Shields, Lynn Travers and Karen 
Appleman, our three departing Board members, who 
gave to The Field Club so selflessly of their time and 
energy over the past three years of Board participation. 

I will be sharing with you the progress of our 
initiatives in future Baseline editions.  Please feel free to 
contact me with any inquiries.  I look forward to a 
successful 2007 season and seeing everyone during 
the upcoming year. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Kenny 

A Message from the NEW President
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Guidebook 2007 
The Guidebook (the green binder that 
typically lies in a place near your 
phone book) is a useful resource for 
information about the Club and its 
membership.  Although generally 
opened only for an email, phone 
number, address or to remember a 
name, it also contains information on 
by-laws, rules and regulations, 
committee and board members, and 
various events and activities. 

The updated Guidebook will be 
sent to the printer in March. Please 
take a moment to confirm that your 
family information, address, phone 
numbers and email addresses are 
correct.  Email any change requests to 
rdurfee@wgi.us. The change 
deadline is March 1. 

NOTE: Do not assume that if 
your email is in Dick Forrest’s master 
(website) email distribution list that it 
is updated or even in The Guidebook. 
— Rob Durfee 

Do You Qualify for 
Senior Membership? 
One of our Club bylaws states, “Any 
FAMILY or ADULT who have been 
members for at least six consecutive 
years and are both 60 years of age are 
eligible for this category. Written 
notification received and approved by 
the membership chairperson prior to 
April 1 will result in dues adjustment 
on a monthly pro rata basis plus one 
month for the current year. Written 
notification after April 1 will result in 
dues adjustment starting in the 
following year. This membership is 
optional.” 

If you or your family qualify for 
this membership category, your 
annual membership dues are half 
price. — The Board of Governors 

The Snuggery Gears Up 
As you may remember from our last 
Baseline, we reported great success 
during our '06 summer. It was clearly a 
financial success, and I'm confident 
that the staff of Eileen and Co. were 
pleased with the activity. 

Now... it's time to plan for the 
summer ahead. First, we'd love to 
have some new members on our 
committee. Please give me a call if you 
have any interest. Second, we are very 
much interested in having happy 
customers. Since we are running our 
own show, we can pretty much do 
what you want, so come to us with any 
menu suggestions and other thoughts 
about our operation. 
— Stew and Carol Creelman, Chairs 

Social Committee 
Looks Forward 
Spring and summer 2007 will be here 
before we know it! The Social 
Committee will be meeting soon to 
plan our annual social events. 

We look forward to kicking off 
the season with the Spring Fling (date 
to be announced), followed by the 
July 4th Tailgate, Poolside 
Potlucks, Family Campout and 
Labor Day Tailgate. 

If you would like to help with 
these events or have an idea for a new 
event, please contact one of us. We are 
looking forward to another great 
season! — Kristina Gagne (Board 
Liaison) and Chris Nicholson (Chairperson) 
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Next Deadline: 
March 16 

The next issue of 
The Baseline will be 

distributed in April. 
The deadline for this 
issue will be Friday. 
March 16. Send your 

submissions to Lee-Anne 
Sprague via email 
(lsprague7@cox.net) 

or fax (860-684-6163). 
Questions?  Give her a 
call at 860-335-8793. 

The Baseline 

Field Club News 

April 2007 

G reeting s!  H ere we go wit h th e fourth B a seli ne of  the s eas on, an d w e’re g oing  to 

mix  i t up a  l ittl e.  I’m c harged to write l ess, an d l et v isu als do the  w ork !!! S o, let’s 

of fer  an ex t end ed m essag e  for  your v ie wing  p le asure (se e sup ple ment al ph otos 

pag es 7  t hrough 9 ).  I enc ourag e you t o v isit our  we bsite ( w w w.f ield -club.co m) 

for  a f ull impac t, col or  v ersion of  the B a seli ne n ewsl et ters! 

M other  Nat ure f inally cal l ed of f  th e str etc h of  d a mp wea th er  th at pl ag ued us i n th e spr ing  a nd 

ear ly su mm er , and T h e F ie ld Club is h ard at work o n i ts su mm e r tan.  Behin d th e sc en es, our 

staf f  works h ard to main tain a high lev el of  e njoy men t f or  th e m emb ers of  t he Clu b.  Ten nis 

and swi mming  l essons ar e in f ull s wing , and t he  S nuggery is t endi ng  to our g r illing  ple asures. 

As  a p oint of  inter est, n othing  bea ts t he g r ille d b aco n san dwi ch,  wi th a f ro zen  lem onad e t o 

wash i t do wn. 

Gree ting s !  Her e w e go wi th t he fourt h  B as eline of  th e s eason, and we’re g oing  to m ix  i t up a 

little.  I’m charge d to writ e  less, a nd le t v isuals d o th e w ork !!! S o , l et’s of fer  an ex t e nd ed 

messag e f or  your v ie wing  pl easure (se e suppl em ent al ph otos pag es 7  through 9 ).  I  en courag e 

you t o v is it our  websi te (w ww.f ield- clu b.co m) f or  a f ull im pa ct, c olor  v ersion of  the B asel i ne 

newsl et ters! 

M other  Nat ure f inally cal l ed of f  th e str etc h of  d a mp wea th er  th at pl ag ued us i n th e spr ing  a nd 

ear ly su mm er , and T h e F ie ld Club is h ard at work o n i ts su mm e r tan.  Behin d th e sc en es, our 

staf f  works h ard to main tain a high lev el of  e njoy men t f or  th e m emb ers of  t he Clu b.  Ten nis 

and swi mming  l essons ar e in f ull s wing , and t he  S nuggery is t endi ng  to our g r illing  ple asures. 

As  a p oint of  inter est, n othing  bea ts t he g r ille d b aco n san dwi ch,  wi th a f ro zen  lem onad e t o 

wash i t do wn.
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At the TOP of  Their Game 
I bet that most Field Club members don’t know this…. 
There are “three” Field Club members who are currently 
nationally ranked and in the top ten of all platform tennis 
teams (pairs) in the country. Can you name all three? 

You can find them on the APTA (American 
Platform Tennis Association) website on this page: 
http://www.platformtennis.org/rankings/ 
seniors.shtml#m50. The three members are listed under 
“Seniors’ Rankings.” 

One Field Club member nationally ranked in the 
top ten of all paddle teams is Rob Durfee. Rob and his 
brother, Bill, are ranked fifth in the country in the Men’s 
50+ paddle player category. Field Club member Tricia 
Bloom and her partner, Deirdre Redden, are ranked 
second in the country in the Women’s 50+ paddle player 
category. Finally, our own Dave Fuller and his partner, 
George Lynch, are ranked tenth in the nation in the 
Men’s 60+ platform tennis team category. 

To be ranked in the top ten nationally is mighty 
impressive. Congratulations to all three! Most of us can 
only dream…. — Dick Forrest 

Soak up the Paddle! 
A few of us recently played in a BIG TIME paddle 
tournament in Boston, and it was a blast. The facilities 
are great, the food is awesome and the level of play... 
even better! Not only do you get a chance to play and 
hang with some of the best players around, you also get 
to WATCH them. Rallies that go on for 100 hits are not 
uncommon, nor are reflexes, net volleys and drives that'll 
shake your head in amazement. 

If you’re crazy about the sport, as I know a bunch 
of us are, and want to get more out of it, check out the 
following websites: www.paddlepro.com and 
www.platformtennis.org. There's lots of information 
here to help you improve your game and learn more 
about the game. You might even stumble onto the 
tournament schedule for the remainder of the season. If 
you get that far, think about taking the plunge. There are 
a few tournament veterans who would enjoy 
answering your questions.  Remember, playing is 
only half the fun. 

As a point of interest, the Western New England 
Open is February 10, right here at the Field Club. 
Whether you're ready to play at this level or not, there's a 

whole lot to learn by watching. I'd encourage you to 
take time from your busy schedule to witness some quality 
platform tennis. It's too close to home to miss! 
— Mike Shields 

Take Note of  Date Change 
Please note and update your calendars: the Men’s A 
and Women’s Paddle Club Championships have been 
re-scheduled from SATURDAY, March 17 to 
March 24. This event is very well attended every year, 
and the Shields and Nilssons are planning to complement 
the paddle action with a full onslaught of tasty treats and 
replenishing fluids. The Men’s B Club Championship 
remains on March 17. Those teams interested in playing on 
both the 17th and 24th are most welcome.  In fact, the 
winner on the 17th should play on the 24th! 

This TOURNAMENT is both fun and competitive. 
Join in for one or both of these reasons! All players and 
abilities are welcome, and there are always plenty of great 
match-ups. This is a great way to meet other members, and 
it's never too early to start talking tennis. At the end of the 
day, you'll be glad you participated. 

So, grab a partner, and we'll see you out there.  Keep 
your eyes open in the paddle hut for the sign-up sheet, and 
email blasts will be sent with plenty of notice…  If you 
don't get Field Club emails, then we should have your 
address.  Serve it over to shieldzy@aol.com or 
dforrest@charter.net, and we’ll return serve with lots of up- 
to-the-minute Field Club action. — Mike Shields 
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The Women's Iron Paddle 
(Lunch Catered by Iron Chef) 

Spend the day of the Oscars on the Paddle Courts! 
February 25, 2007 

10 a.m. 

Sign up at The Field Club or 
email Candy Weiner or Lynn Travers. 

Women’s New Paddle Event
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Get set to “dive” 
into another 
summer of 

poolside fun! 

Lane Lines 
With the mild weather we've all 
enjoyed this winter it hasn’t, until 
recently, seemed like swim season is 
that far off! In that spirit, the Pool 
Committee is getting organized for 
another great summer. In the coming 
months, we will be setting the dates 
for 2007 pool events, including the 
ever-popular Junior Fun Day, 
Family Relay Carnival, Poolside 
Parties, Swim Team Clinic 
and Swim Championships. Of 
course, all that fun would not be 
possible without our great lifeguard 
staff and dedicated Pool Committee 
members! We look forward to 
working with returning committee 
members, as well as those joining for 
the first time. It's a great way to be 
involved at The Field Club, especially 
if you find yourself already poolside 
on a regular basis. 

If you would like to help out by 
serving on the Pool Committee, 
please contact Co-Chairs Lauren Walt 
(567-5110) or Kerri Lockhart 
(567-9657). Your ideas and 
suggestions to help make this the best 
pool season ever will be welcomed 
and encouraged! 
— Maria O'Reilly, Board Liaison 

Tot Lot Helpers 
Needed 
It’s never too soon to start looking 
ahead to summer!  As always, we will 
be seeking volunteers to ensure a safe, 
fun season for our youngest members. 
If you would be interested in helping 
out in the Tot Lot, please let us know 
by contacting Jacquie Kenny, Tot Lot 
Chair, at 596-9964. 

At press time, the Junior Paddle program 
is halfway through Session III. The new 
format is working well. The first twelve 
to call or email Lynn Travers a maximum 
of one week prior to the next session can 
sign their child up on a first-come, 
first-served basis (567-6329 or 
http://www.my3cubs@aol.com/). If 
there are more than twelve who sign up, 
the overflow players automatically are 
entered into the following week’s clinic. 

Session III runs through February 27 th , 
with no clinic vacation week. A special 
Parent/Child mixer is planned for 
Sunday, February 25 th , so mark your 
calendars. 

Session IV will begin March 6th and 
conclude with an end-of-year party on 
April 3rd. 

The Junior Winter Mixer on January 
16th was a blast. You should 
know that we have many talented 
juniors. The format kept everyone 
moving on our first really cold day. All 
who participated received a Friendly's ice 
cream certificate. Tom Nilsson was the 
big winner, followed by a 3-way tie for 
second between Alec Draymore, Reid 
Leveillee and Erin O’Connor. 
Congratulations to all. See you on the 
courts! — Lynn Travers 
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Board Corner 

(The Field Club Board of Governors did not meet during 
July and August. In lieu of Board notes are highlights of 
Jim Girotti’s Manager Reports for these months.) 

July 2006 

Tennis: The Davis Cup Tennis Tournament was 
rained out on Saturday, June 24 th , but was 
rescheduled for Saturday, July 1 st . The day turned 
out to be beautiful! Seventy-two players took part 
with "Team Cuba" emerging victorious over 
"Team Antigua ". I think everyone enjoyed the 
day! Nice job Doug Jangraw, Rick and Carol 
Plaut, Leslie Haskins, Jacquie Kenny, Angelo 
Teixeira, and Dick and Sue Forrest! 

The Davis Cup Cocktail party was held on 
June 24th and (48) people attended. A good time 
was had by all.  A big "Thanks" to Kris Gagne, 
Lisa Doherty, Doug Jangraw, Leslie Haskins 
et al. for getting it all together. 

Tennis Hard Courts: The fencing people finally 
showed up on Wednesday, July 5 th , and 
completed the installation of poles by Friday the 
7th. Next comes the asphalt, tentatively scheduled 
for Tuesday, July 18th. 

Junior Tennis: The Junior program has had great 
participation so far. 

The USTA program has 22 participants, with 
Brad Walulak and Mrs. Denise Collins heading 
up the team. Their matches are being held in the 
evenings at various sites. 

In other junior action: The Junior US 
Open drew 31 players and the French Open 
saw 37 participating. On July 5 th and 6 th , 42 
juniors took part in the Junior Davis Cup. 
There have been two other Junior matches 
during the afternoons, one with The Ludlow 
Tennis Club and one with the Longmeadow 
Country Club. 

On Monday, July 24 th , a tri-match was held 
at the Field Club with Suffield Country Club and 
the Longmeadow Country Club. Our Junior 
players performed very well! A total of 32 kids 
played from all three teams. On Wednesday, 

from Dec. 6 Meet & Greet and 4 couples from Jan. 16 
Meet & Greet).  Unanimously approved. (Note: The 
first couple at the top of the wait list who attended the 
December 6th Meet & Greet was offered 
membership.) 

President’s Report: Tim will email 4 items on his 
agenda to the Board for action. Tim wants: 1) A goal to 
have all committee chairs identified and their 
committee members in place by the end of February, 2) 
a bylaw review committee to look at bylaws, 3) a long- 
range platform tennis plan to be drawn up, 4) to have a 
written plan in place for assigning paddle season time 
slots next fall. 

Capital/VP Report: Lisa Doherty reported that 
estimates on replacing the tennis backboard area were 
low.  CT Valley Artesian Well Co. replaced a defective 
pump.  Work has begun on the backboard area in the 
form of pulverizing the concrete.  Efforts are being 
made to improve the lighting on paddle courts #1, #2 
and #3. 

Committee Reports: 
Pool — Maria O’Reilly reports that the new pool 
committee chairs are Lauren Walt and Kerri 
Lockhart. She will meet with them next week to 
discuss responsibilities, etc., and has submitted a 
Baseline article seeking Pool Committee volunteers. 

Snuggery — Jim Girotti hopes to open the Snuggery 
on a part-time basis as of Memorial Day. 

Communications — Dick Forrest reported that he 
met with Bob Conley, the chairperson of the 
Communications Committee. After gathering new 
committee members, he will be holding a committee 
meeting and will be making recommendations to the 
Board in the upcoming months. Currently, Field Club 
event notification emails through Constant Contact 
have an approximately 45% open rate. The first Baseline 
of the year goes out around February 1, 2007. 

Membership — Some highlights of Craig Carr’s 
report: there are 42 families on the wait list as of this 
meeting, 10 families on 
the Voted-In Wait List 
and 2 couples that have 
to decide on deferred 
membership status, one 
in February and one in 
March; one single 
membership will be 
going to senior status in 
April. — Dick Forrest 
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Board Corner 

December 2006 
(At the Meet & Greet at President Tim Kenny’s house, the 
Board met with 7 couples desiring to become Field Club 
members, as well as their sponsors.) 

President Tim Kenny welcomed new Board 
members Doug Jangraw and Maria O’Reilly to the 
Board. (New Board member Craig Carr could not 
make the meeting.)  Tim, kicking off a new year under 
his leadership, had a full agenda of items to discuss. He 
wanted to assign new Board liaison responsibilities, set 
Board meeting dates, approve the 2007 capital budget 
and discuss other miscellaneous items. 

President Kenny assigned committee liaison 
responsibilities to each Board member, as follows: 
Beautification (Kris Gagne), Communications (Dick 
Forrest), Membership (Craig Carr), Adult Paddle 
(Melanie Gagnier), Junior Paddle (Lisa Doherty), 
Pool (Maria O’Reilly), Snuggery (Bill Monks), Social 
(Kris Gagne), Adult Tennis (Doug Jangraw), Junior 
Tennis (Lisa Doherty), Tot Lot (Tim Kenny). 

2007 Capital Budget Projects List (submitted by Lisa 
Doherty): A motion (Kenny) to approve projects 
totaling $63,000 on the capital budget projects list was 
seconded (Jangraw) and unanimously approved.  Dick 
Forrest suggested that another item be added to the 
capital budget projects list — the planting of arbor 
vitae on the north side of paddle courts #3 and #4. He 
said that the north wind could be brutally cold in 
winter.  (The arbor vitae are being planted as a 
windbreak in lieu of windscreens.) 

Miscellaneous Items: Tim Kenny talked about having 
a master plan in place for paddle, especially for future 
boards. Since we have a master plan from a consulting 
firm for tennis, we need to follow that plan in the 
future and determine the best time to implement it. 
Tim would also like to implement a bylaw review 
committee, which would look closely at the bylaws and 
ensure they are up-to-date.  Tim also mentioned that he 
wanted to look further into the fee structure for guests. 

January 2007 
(At the Meet & Greet at President Tim Kenny’s house, the 
Board met with 4 couples desiring to become members, as well as 
their sponsors.) 

Vote to Approve Voted-In Wait-List Candidates: A 
motion was made and seconded (Gagne/Doherty) to 
accept 10 couples to the Voted-In Wait List (6 couples
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1. Oundjian, Elena & Victor McKenna 
2. Soder, Penny & Doug Rothstein 
3. Booke, Elaine & John Schweiger 
4. Friedberg, Diane & Richard Gang 
5. Poole, Carrie & Stephen B. Couglin 
6. Frank, Diane & David Barnhart 
7. Marcus, Ben & Ann Birtwell 
8. Turkel, William & Barbara Beaudoin Plaut 
9. Schwartz, Tina & Donald D. Collins 
10. Winn, Pat & Gerard Ditomassi 
11. Swanson, Mona & Bill Shaker 
12. Swinton, Neil & Laurie Gianturco Weiner 
13. Broadbent, Renee & Mark C. Berry 
14. Cove, Joy & Christopher Keiser 
15. Brault, Michael & Filios, Elena Griggs 
16. Miller, Sandy & Ken Snyder 
17. Engleman Bonnie & Dan Korn 
18. Daboul, Mary & Vinnie Kalman 
19. Fitzpatrick, Barbara & Bob Stephens 
20. Messier, Margaret & Christopher Appleman 
21. Bagge, Joanne & Bill Bagge 

22. Freedman, Michael & Tricia Rahn 
23. Kosiorek, Penny & David Kreitzer 
24. Kratovil, Meralee & Brian Epstein & 

McFarlin 
25. Gelling, Barbara & Stephen Glenn 
26. Marchese, Carolyn & Paul Abbott 
27. Soares, John & Spagnoli, Berrita Ballis 
28. Brennan, Marilu & James Eagan 
29. Madore, Kathryn & Dalton Brindle 
30. Crews, Katkhleen & Richard Korn 
31. Blumberg, Jenny & Mark Sher 
32. Slater, Olga & Jonathan Tallaksen 
33. Plotkin, Mollie & Daniel Plotkin 
34. Low, Hernie & Holland McKenna 
35. Parasad, Santwana & Rajeer Freeman 
36. Sanford, Christine Meth 
37. Hellstein, Kelly & Mark Nilsson 
38. Corrigan, Sarah & Tim Carr 
39. Foster, Jodi & Brad Brooks 
40. Zeroogian, John & Sonia Pleet 
41. Ehrenberg, Sherri & Steve O'Reilly 
42. Llewellyn, Christine & Bb Griffith 

Field Club Wait List On the Move 
The Field Club Wait List is ever changing, as new members are accepted and new candidates are added! 

Take a look to see where your candidate now stands. 

Re-SPONSOR-bilities 
Have you been asked to sponsor someone into The Field 
Club? If so, below is an outline of things you should know: 

1. The Membership Chair is now Craig Carr. She 
can be reached by phone at 567-3941, thru regular 
mail at 397 Longmeadow Street or by email at 
CMTCARR@aol.com. If you need an application, 
Craig is the one to contact. If you are the sponsor 
and have a completed application packet to submit, 
please send it to Craig or drop it off at her house. 
Names are added to the wait list as soon as the 
completed application is received. 

2. Who qualifies as a sponsor? 
Any member who has been a member for at least 
two years can sponsor someone. A member may 
sponsor only one candidate per year. 

3. What does being a sponsor entail? 
To sponsor someone, each candidate for 
membership must be proposed by a member of 
the Club in writing and seconded by two letters of 
support. Members should only write letters of 
support if they know the candidate(s) well and 
have known the candidate(s) for at least a year. 

4. Responsibilities: 
• To locate two other members to write 

letters as a seconder and a support person. 
• To assist candidates with the two-page 

application. 
• To supervise the candidacy of the 

applicant, including escorting the 
candidate(s) to a Meet & Greet and 
introducing them to at least five 
Board members. 

— Lynn Travers


